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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication{s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) l-W is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration, 

5) ^ Claim(s) 1^ is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 5z8 is/are rejected, 

7) ^ Claim(s) 9 and 10 is/are obiected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) !^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 October 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner, 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Art Unit: 2627 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

2. Claims 5-8 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by applicant admitted 
prior art. 

Regarding claim 5, discloses a method for erasing a re-writable disk comprising: 

when fully erasing the re-writable disk, writing mode 0 data into the re-writable disk (see 

Fig. 2); 

when a write fail occurs, determining whether the write fail occurs in a program area of 
the re-writable disk (see [0008], which is inherently to know where write fail occurs in a 
program area of the re-writable disk); and if the write fail occurs in the program area of the re- 
writable disk, writing the mode 0 data in the program area of the re-writable disk (see Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 6, discloses the method of claim 5 further comprising if the write fail 
does not occur in the program area of the re-writable disk, issuing a write fail message to a host 
(see Fig. 2, the write fail could occur in PAM 40 or lead in area 50). 

Regarding claims 7-8, discloses the method of claim 6 wherein the write fail message is a 
servo fail message, or an ATIP unlocked interrupt (see Fig. 2, and [0008]). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 9-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claim 9 is allowable because all of the cited references in record do not disclose all the 
limitations in the parent claim 5 including the step of writing the mode 0 data in the program area 
of the re-writable disk comprises writing the mode 0 data on locations following the location 
where the write fail occurs. 

Claim 1 0 falls with parent claim. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claims 1 -4 are allowed. 

None of the references cited in record discloses all the limitations in claim 1 . However, 
the AAPA discloses a method for erasing a re-writable disk the method comprising; when fully 
erasing the re-writable disk and a write fail occurs, determining whether the write fail occurs in a 
program area of the re-writable disc and if the write fail does not occur in the program area of the 
re-writable disk, issuing a write fail message to a host, but does not disclose the step of if the 
write fail occurs in the program area of the re-writable disk, writing mode 0 data on locations 
following a location where the write fail occurs. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Cited References 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

The cited references relate to a method and apparatus for determining a recordable 
position of a writable disk; Data recording method and device for optical memory card capable 
of stopping recording upon detection of synchronization error; information signal recording 
apparatus. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VAN T. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-7590. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



